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to show how unfaynedly shee looved her husband by his
friends intertainement, used him likewise so familiarly
that her countenance bewraied how her minde was affected
towardes him, oftentimes comnnng her selfe into his bed
chamber to see that nothing should be amis t$> mislike
him. This honest familiarity increased daily more and
more betwixt them; for Bellaria, noting in Egistns a
princely and bountifull minde, adorned with sundrie and
excellent qualities, and Egistus, finding in her a vertuous
and curteous disposition, there grew such a secret uniting
of their affections, that the one could not well be without
the company of the other; in so much, thatndien Pan-
dosto was busied with such urgent affairs that he could
not bee present with his friend Egistus, Bellaria would
walke with him into the garden, where they two in privat
and pleasant devises would passe away their time to both
their contents. This custome still continuing betwixt
them, a certaine melancholy passion entring the minde of
Pandosto drave him into sundry and doubtfull thoughts.
First, he called to minde the beauty of his wife Bellaria,
the comliness and braverie of Ms friend Egistus, think-
ing that love was above all lawes and therefore to be
staied with no law; that it was hard to put fire and fl axe
together without burning; that their open pleasures
might breede his secrete displeasures. He considered
with himself that Egistus was a man and must needes
love, that his wife was a woman and therefore subject
unto love, and that where fancy forced, friendship was
of no force."

" These and such like doubtfull thoughtes, a long time
smoothering m his stomacke, beganne at last to kindle in
his minde a secret mistrust, which, Increased by suspition,